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REMEMBERING  
OUR PAST

Sharing Our Future
A select reading list of books on Ireland & Donegal 

in the Revolutionary Era 1912-1923

www.donegallibrary.ie

DVDs

GAEL LINN Saoirse Baile Átha Cliath: Gael Linn, 1961

Donegal Related Titles

CANNING, W. J.  Ballyshannon, Belcoo, Bertincourt: The History of the 11th Battalion The Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers (Donegal 
and Fermanagh Volunteers) in the First World War. Dunsilly Lodge, 1996

HARTE, Paddy  County Donegal Book of Honour: the Great War 1914-1918. Donegal: Book of Honour Committee, 2002

MacGILL, Patrick  The Great Push: An Episode of the Great War. Edinburgh: Birlinn Ltd., 2000

McGINLEY, Niall  Donegal: Their Native Soil. Donegal: An Crann, 1989

Ó BAOIGHILL, Padraig  Óglach na Rosann: Niall Pluncéad Ó Baoighill. Baile Átha Cliath: Coisceim, 1994

O’DONNELL, Peadar  The Gates Flew Open: An Irish Civil War Prison Memoir. Cork: Mercier Press, 2013

O’DUIBHIR, Liam  Donegal and the Civil War: The Untold Story. Cork: The Mercier Press, 2011

NOTE
This is a select reading list of books available and funded by the Hands of History Project, the Library Service can source 
other titles relating to that period of history. If you are looking for a particular title please contact your local library or 
check the library catalogue available at www.donegalibrary.ie

Donegal Studies Collection

The Central Library, Letterkenny has an extensive collection of books, journals and other material 
on local history in the Donegal Studies Collection. This includes information on Donegal’s history, 
archaeology, genealogy, literature, culture & geography. It also has all books published in Donegal, 
about Donegal and by Donegal authors.

Local Libraries have smaller local collections. 

All the items in the Remembering our Past ~ Sharing Our Future collection are available in:

Central Library, Letterkennny   (074) 9124950

Ballybofey Community Library   (074) 9175384

Buncrana Community Library   (074) 9361941

Bundoran Community Library   (071) 9829665

Leabharlann Phobail Ghaoth Dobhair  (074) 9560862

If titles are not available in your local library they can be requested from another library. 
Library membership is free and it is free to borrow books.

Opening hours and contact details for all libraries and Taobh Tíre centres are available on  
www.donegallibrary.ie

Useful websites

www.askaboutireland.ie

www.donegalcoco.ie/services/communityculturalenterprise/ArchivesService

www.historyireland.com

www.militaryarchives.ie

www.museum.ie

www.nationalarchives.ie

www.nli.ie
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Customs checking luggage of passengers on the County Donegal Railway. Image: Donegal County Museum



As custodians of the collective memory of a county, the Library Service’s role is to 
make available the literature and recorded history,  culture of an area. An area’s 
identity emerges out of its collective memory.

With this in mind, Donegal County Council Library Service has developed a 
comprehensive reading list and collection of books on the theme of Ireland and 
Donegal in the revolutionary era, 1912-1923. This reading list includes a range of titles 
that explore key themes of our shared history in the early part of the 20th century.

The decade between 1912 and 1923 was one of the most momentous in Irish history 
and is being commemorated in various ways across Ireland over the coming years. 
The production of this reading list and the development of a lending collection 
allows the Library Service to play a positive and proactive role in the commemorative 
celebrations. 

Hands of History ~ One Donegal. 
Many Pasts, One Future

The books and the reading list were funded by Donegal County Council’s 
Hands of History ~ One Donegal, Many Pasts, One Future project. 
Hands of History is supported by the European Union’s European 
Regional Development fund through the EU Programme for Peace and 
Reconciliation, led by Donegal County Council under the auspices of 
the Donegal County Development Board’s Peace and Reconciliation 
Partnership. 

Hands of History aims to develop an understanding of how key events in 
our history were experienced by different communities within the county 
and how these historical legacies have contributed to relationships today.

Irish Related Titles 

COLLINS, Jude  Whose Past is it Anyway?: The Easter Rising, the Ulster Covenant and the Battle of the Somme. 
Dublin: The History Press, 2012

COOGAN, Tim Pat  De Valera: Long Fellow, Long Shadow. London: Arrow Books, 1995

COOGAN, Tim Pat  Michael Collins: A Biography. London: Arrow Books, 1991

DEVINE, Francis  A Capital in Conflict: Dublin City and the 1913 Lockout. Dublin: Dublin Corporation Public 
Libraries, 2013

DUFFY, Stephen M  The Integrity of Ireland: Home Rule, Nationalism, and Partition, 1912-1922. USA: Fairleigh 
Dickinson University Press, 2009

FITZPATRICK, David  Terror in Ireland 1916-1923. Dublin: Lilliput Press, 2012

GARVIN, Tom  1922: The Birth of Irish Democracy. Dublin: Gill & Macmillan, 2005

GRANT, Adrian  Irish Socialist Republicanism 1909-1936. Dublin: Four Courts Press, 2012 

HENNESSEY, Thomas  Dividing Ireland: World War One and Partition. 
London: Routledge, 1998

HIGGINS, Roisin  Transforming 1916: Meaning, Memory and the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Easter Rising. Cork: 
Cork University Press, 2013

KEOGH, Dermot  Twentieth Century Ireland: Revolution and State Building. 
Dublin: Gill & Macmillan, 2005

LAWLOR, Pearse  The Outrages 1920-1922: The IRA and the Ulster Special Constabulary in the Border Campaign. 
Cork: The Mercier Press, 2011

LEESON, D. M.  The Black and Tans: British Police and Auxiliaries in the Irish War of Independence 1920-1921. 
London: Oxford University Press, 2011

LUCY, Gordon  The Ulster Covenant: An Illustrated History of the 1912 Home Rule Crisis. 
Newtownards: Colourpoint Books, 2012

MATTHEWS, Anne  Renegades: Irish Republican Women 1900-1922. Cork: The Mercier Press, 2010

McCONNEL, James The Irish Parliamentary Party and the Third Home Rule Crisis. Dublin: Four Courts Press, 2013

McGARRY, Fearghal  Rebels: Voices from the Easter Rising. London: Penguin Books, 2012

McKENNA, Joseph  Guerrilla Warfare in the Irish War of Independence 1919-1921. USA: McFarland & Co Inc, 2010

Ó BROIN, Leon  Na Sasanaigh agus Éirí Amach na Cásca. Baile Átha Cliath: Siárséal agus Dill, 1967

O’ BROLCHAIN, Honor Joseph Plunkett: Sixteen Lives. Dublin: O’Brien Press, 2012

PARKINSON, Alan F. Friends in High Places: Ulster’s Resistance to Irish Home Rule 1912-1914. Belfast: Ulster 
Historical Foundation, 2012.

TOWNSEND, Charles  Easter 1916: The Irish Rebellion. London: Penguin Books, 2006
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UCD Archives P61/9 Eithne Coyle Papers

James Duffy, Co. Donegal who 

won the Victoria cross during 

World War I. Image: Donegal 

County Museum
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